H.E. DAVID KEANU SAIL PH.D.

Minister of Foreign Affairs ad interim
P.O. Box 4146

Hilo, HI 96720

Tel: +1 (808) 383-6100

E-mail: interior@hawaiiankingdom.org
Website: http://hawaiiankingdom.org/

5 March 2026

Excellency:

This letter acknowledges your email, of 3 March 2026, which enclosed your letter of the
same date, and the email from Ms. Mariana Durney, Legal Counsel and Director of the
Office of Legal Counsel, of 3 March 2026, which enclosed her letter of the same date. I
wish to thank you for Your Excellency’s recognition of the Hawaiian Kingdom as a State,
under customary international law, since the nineteenth century, despite the prolonged
nature of the belligerent occupation, by the United States of America, that began on 17
January 1893.

The International Seabed Authority’s recognition is consistent with the recognitions of the
Hawaiian Kingdom by the Permanent Court of Arbitration during arbitral proceedings in
Larsen v. Hawaiian Kingdom from 1999 to 2001, by the United States’ recognition of the
Hawaiian Kingdom under the 2000 Sai-Clinton agreement, a treaty under international law,
and by the 127 Contracting States to the 1907 Hague Convention, I, for the Pacific
Settlement of International Disputes that established the Permanent Court, under opinio
juris.

Of the 169 Member States of the International Seabed Authority, 111 of these States are
also Member States of the Permanent Court, to wit: Albania, Argentina, Armenia,
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin,
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Canada, Chile,
China, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechia, Democratic Republic of the
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Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia, Eswatini, Fiji,
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar,
Malaysia, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, North, Macedonia, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation,
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Singapore, Slovakia,
Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, State of Palestine, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden,
Switzerland, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. And
there are 15 Observer States that are also Member States of the Permanent Court of
Arbitration, to wit: Cambodia, Colombia, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Israel, Kyrgyzstan, Libya, Liechtenstein, Peru, Turkey, United Arab
Emirates, United States of America, and Venezuela.

My communication of 28 July 2025 to Ms. Durney, provided her the factual and legal basis
of the Hawaiian Kingdom’s continued existence as a State, under customary international
law, and the restoration of the government by a Council of Regency under Hawaiian
constitutional law and the legal doctrine of necessity, so that it can pursue Observer State
status under rule 82 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of the International Seabed
Authority.

I wish to thank you for your clarification of the rules and practices of the International
Seabed Authority regarding observer status. The Hawaiian Kingdom intends to pursue its
observer status accordingly so that its Special Envoy can be accredited to participate in
meetings of the Assembly or the Council under Rule 82 of the Rules of Procedure of the
Assembly.

Please accept, Excellency, the expression of my highest consideration.

il b 42

H.E. David Keanu Sai, Ph.D.
Minister of Foreign Affairs ad interim
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