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!sov ereign , and the Provi sional Governmen t was created "to exist until
I terms of un ion with t he United States of A lllerica have been negoti ated
;and agreed upon." A careful consideration of the facts will , I t hi uk,
convince you that the t reaty which was withd raw n from the Senate for
further consid eration should not be resub mi t ted for its action thereon.

Should not the great wrong done to a feeble but independent State
:by an abuse of the authority of the United States be nn done by re stor
ing the leg itimate government! Anything short of that wil l not, I
respectfully submit sa t isfy tb e dem ands ofjus tlee .

Can the United States consistently insist t bat other nat ions shall
resp ect the independenee of H awaii while not respectin g it th emselv es!
Our Government was the first to recognize the independence of the
I slands a nd it should be the last to acquire sovere ignty over them by
force and fraud.

Respectfully submitted.

{Confidenti al. }

M r. Greslua» to ][" . Willis.

No.4.] D E PART MCE NT OF STA.TE,
Tl'as"'ingwn, October 18, 1893.

Sm: Supplementing th e gener al instructions which you have received
with regard to YOtH official du ties, it is necessary to eom mu uien.te to
you, in confidence, special instructions for your g ukl ance in 80 far as
concerns the relation of the Government of the United States towards
the de facto Government of th e H awaiian I slands.

'r he President deemed it hi s du ty to with draw from tho Senate th e
t reaty of annexation which has been signed by the Secretary of Sture
an d the agents of the P rovisional Govero ment, an d to disp a tch a tr usted
representat ive to H awaii to impar tiall y investi gate tile causes of the
so-called revolu tion and ascertain and report the true situation ill those
I slands. This information was needed t ile better to enable the Presi
dent to di sch arge a delicate and importan t public d uty. (

The iust ruet ious given to Mr. Blount, of whi ch you are furn ish ed with
a copy, poin t out a Iiue of cond uct to be observed by him iu hi s officia l
and personal rela tious on the I sland s, by which you will be g uided so
far as tbey are applicable and not inconsisteu t with what is herein
contained.

i t remains to acquain t you wi th the Presid ent's conclus ions upon the
facts embod ied in Mr. Blount's r eports aud to direct your course in
accordan ce therewith.

The Provisional Government was not established by the Hawaiian
peopl e, or wi th their consent or acquiesceuce, nor has it s ince ex ists d
with their COil sent. The Queen refused to surrende r her powers to the
Provisional Governmen t un til convinced that the minister of the U nited
~tates h ad recogn ized it as the de f acto a uthor ity , and would support
and defend it with the military force of the Uni ted States, and that
resistance would precipitate a bloody conflict with that force . She wall
advised and assured by her mini sters and by leaders of the move
ment for the overthrow of her government , tha.t if she surrendered
under protest her case would a fte rwards be fai r ly considered by the
P resident of the United States. 'I' he Queen finally wisely yielded to
the armed forces of the United Sta tes the n qu arter ed in Honolulu ,
relying ullOn th e good faith a nd houor of th e P residen t, wheu informed
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of what 1'3d occurred, to nnd o the action of the min ister a nd reinstnte
her and the authority which she claimed as thc cousu tuu onul sovereig n
of the Hawa iian I slands.

Afte.. " pa tient examination of Mr , Blonnt'srcports t he P rcsid ent is
satis fied that tho movement l\.~aj ll st the Quee n, if not instigated, was
encouraged an d sup ported hy the representative of th is Govern meut
at Honolulu; that, IJO promised in advan ce to aid her enemies in an
effor t to overthrow the Hawaiia n Government and set lip by force a
new govern ment in its place ; and tha t he kep t this promise by cans ,
ing a detachment of troops to he landed from th e Boston on the luth
of Jan uary, and by recogn izing tile P rovisional Goverum ent the next
day when it was too feeble to defend itsel f and the coust itutiouul gov
ernment was ab le to successfu lly maintain its au thority aga inst any
t hreatening force other than that of t he Un itcd States already landed.

The P re iident has th ereto..e determin ed tlmt he will not send back
to the Senate for it s action thereon the treaty whi ch he withd rew from
that body for further conside ration on the Uth day of March last.

On your arriva l at Honolulu you will take ad vantage or a ll early
opportunity to i llCor m the Queen of this determination, makillg' known
to her the P resident's sincere reg ret t bat the reprehensible conduct of
t he A mericau minis ter and the uu authorized presence on Janel of a mili
tary force of tbe United States obliged her to surrende r her sovereignty,
for the time being, and rely on tbe justi ce of this Govornment to undo
the tlagran t wron g.

You will, however, at the same time inform the Queen that, when
reinstated, tho President expects that she will pursue a mag nanimous
course by grauti ul,: full amnesty to all who participated iu t he inove
mont againat 1101'1 including perseus who nre, or have beOII , oflleiul ly or
otherwise, connected wi th the Provisional Government" depriv ing them
of no right or pri vilege whicb t hey enjoyed before t he so-ca tted revo lu
t ion, All obli ga tion s created by the Provisiona l Govern ment in due
course of admini stration should be as sumed .

Having sec ured the Queen's agreement to pursue this wise and
hum a ne policy, which it is believed you will speed ily ob t....in, you will
th en adv ise the exec utive of tho Provisiona l Go veru mcut and his minis
ters of th e P resideut' s determination of t he question which their act ion
and tha t of the Queen devolved upon him, and that, they a re expected
to p romptly re linq uish to her bel' cousti tutional author ity.

Should the Queen decline to pu rsu e the liberal course suggested , or
should t he Provisional Governmen t refuse to abi de by the P rcsident' s
decision, you will report the f"cts and a wait further directi ons.

I n calTyiug out t hese genera l instru ct ions you will be guided h...gely
by your own goo d jud gment ill dealin g wit h the de licate s ituat ion.

I am, sir, ~'OU l' obedient ser vant ,

Mr. Gresh",,, to lIfr. Willis.

(Tclob" "m ecnt through dlllllntc b Agt'll t nt San Frnuofeco.]

D E PiI R TME N1' OF STA1'E,
lVashington, Nocember 24, 1893.

The brevity and uncertainty of your telegrams are embarrass ing .
You will insist upon amnesty and recogni tion of obligations of tho
P rovisio nal Govern ment as cssentiul conditions of restor ati on. Al l
in terests will he promoted by prom pt action.


