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BENJAMIN HARIUSOX, Presi den t of tho Unit ed State s of Americ a, to Hi s Exc oll m,cy 
SANFORD ll. lJOLE, Presid cut of the Provision a l Go vern men t of the H a wa iian 
I sla11ds: 
Gru :ATAND Gooo Fnn :ND: I have rec e ived your le t t er of J an uary 24 1893, Ly 

which yon inform m e that tho J.'rov is ional Gove rn m ent of t h o H awaiian I sia mlR h a:s 
been quiet ly and peacea,bly estab l ish e(l urnler :, procl a mat ion formally and pn bli cly 
nn,cle at tlrn uoor of the Governmen t bnildi u g in Hono lu lu , on th e 17t h day of Jan­
u a ry, 1893, and that the saitl Governm ent ha~ honore d yon w ith the office of Pre si ­
dent of tl,e Pro visional Govc .rn1ucn t and clrninn an of t he execu ti v e an(l ad v is or y 
councils of the Provi s ion a l Governmen t o f the H :,w a.iian Is la nds . 

I am pleas c,l fo J1oto tho expre~ s ion of yonr ear nes t ll cs ire t o rna.int ai n ant 'l 
strengthen the strong fr iend ship whi ch has for so many yea rs ex is tc (l lrnt w ce u t ho 
United States nnfl the llaw: 1ibn Island s, and t o a ssn r o Your g xcc ll en cy tb: i t I shall 
c,mit no effo rt which may condu ce t ot.he aecornp lisl uuont of a p ur p ose ·wh ich I so 
heaTtily desire. 

May 
0

Gorl have Yottr Excellcucy and tho peopl e of th e Haw aiian I slan ds in Hi s 
wise ke eping. 

Your good fri end, 

By tho Pr esi dent: 

'\VASUINGTON, March 1, 18;)3, 

B EN,J. lIAR :U.ISON, 

"\YII, T, IAM !<'. \ ~ HAR TO N , 
A cting Secrelarg of State . 

Mr. Greslwin to Jlfr. B lount. 

Hon . .TAMES II. BLOUN'l', etc.: 

D E P Al~.'£1\fEN 'I.' 0 1<' ST A'r E, 
1'Vaskingto n, 11.fa.t·ch 11, 1893. 

Sm: Tllc situation created in the H n,waiiau Isla n ds by the recent 
deposition of Quee11 Liliuokalani and th e er ection of a Provi 8ion al 
Gov emment demand s the fullest co11s i(lerat ioa of th e P re sid ent , and 
in order to obtain trustwortJ1y _i111\wmation on thi s sul~ject , as well as 
for the discharge of other duties herein speci fied, he ha s deci ded t o 
dispatch you to th e Baw rLiian I slands a s hi s special con nniss ioncr , in 
which capacity you will herewith r eceive a commi ss ion and al so a le tt er , 
wher eby the Presid ent accr edits you to the president of the ex ecu tive 
and advisory coun cils of the Haw aiian I sland s. 

'fh e comprehensiv e, delicate, and confidential chara ct er of your mi s­
sion can now 011ly be briefl y outlined , the det ail s of its execu t ion being 
nece i-;sarily left, in a great measur e, to your good jud gment and wise d is­
cretion. 

You will inve stigate and fully r eport to t l1e !' r esident all t l1e /"acts 
yon cri11 lear11 respecting the condit ion of a ffair s in t he Hawaiia n Jsla11ds, 
the cause s of the revolution by wl_tich the (~neen's Go vernm ent was 
overthrown, th e sent irue11t of th e peopl e toward exis t ing-aut h orit y , a11<1, 
in general, all that can full y enlig hte n t !Je Pre sident t ouchin g the sub ­
j ect s of your miss ion. 

To enable you to fulfill this char ge , your a11tho1;i ty in all mat ters , 
tonehing the relat ions of thi s Go vernm en t to t he exist ing or other gov­
ernment of th e I sland s, a,nd the prot ect ion of our citi zens t herein, is 
paramount, and in you alone, aeting in coiipera t ion wit h t he cornma udcr 
of the naval for ces, is vested full di screti on and power to det ermine 
when such forces should be landed or withdrawn . 
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You are , however, authorized to avail yourself of sueb aid and 
inform at ion as you ma y de sir e from the pre sent miui ste r of the U11ited 
States at Honolulu, Mr . John L. Ste vens, who will continue until 
further notice to 1)Crform the usual functions atLacltiu g to hi s office 
not in con siste nt with th e pow ers intru ste d to you. An i11struct ion will 
he :,;ent to l\fr. Stevens dir ect ing him to facilitate your pre sent ation to 
the l1ead of the Government upon your ar ri val, and to render you all 
nee ded ass istanc e. 

Th e wit hdr awal front t h e Senate of the recently signed treaty of 
annexation, for r eexa min at ion by the Prc sideJJt, leaves i ts subj ec t-mat ­
t er in abeyance , and you are no t charged wit h a ny duty in respect 
th ereto. lt may b e we11, l1owever, for you to di spel any possib le mis­
ap preh ension which its withdrawal may have excited touching· t h e 
e11tire friendlin ess of tl 1e Pre sident and the Government of t he United 
Sta tes towa ,rd the people of tbe H ,1waiia 11 Is l anus or tlte eal'llest solic i­
tu«le here felt for th eir welfare, tranq 11illity, a nd progre ss. 

Historical pr ecedent s aud the general cour se of the Unit ed St ates 
autho ri ze the empl oymeut of' its armed for ce in foreig n territory for t he 
sec uri ty of th e liv es and prop ert y of American citizcu:,;, a nd for t be 
repre ssion of la wless and tumul t LLOus act s threateui11g- them; aml lihc 
powers conferred to that end upon the rcpre seutat ivcs of t l,e U11itetl 
States are both necess ary and prop er, subj ect always to t he exercise of 
a sound di sc ret ion in th eir ap plicatiou. 

In th e judgment of tbe Pre sident your aut hority , as well as that of 
the cornrn:mder of the uaval forces in H awai ian wat ers, should be, and 
is, limited in t he u se of t lie physical force to sucb mea sure s as arc nec­
essa ry to pr otect the per sons and property of our cit izens ; and wliile 
abstaining from a11y manner of illterfer encc with the domes t ie conccl'lls 
of the I shmd s, you sh ould indicate your willingness to int erve ue with 
your fri endl y offices in the int erest of a p eaceful sett leme nt or trouble s 
within the limits of sound di scret ion. 

Shoul d it be necessary to la nd an ar med force upo n II awai ian ter ri ­
tory on occasions of popu lar di st urban ce, when the local an t hority may 
be unable to nffonl adequate protection to th e life an d pro perty of citi ­
zens of the United States, the asse nt of such authority sllould 1irst be 
obta ined , if it ca n be done without prejudice to the intern sts invo lved. 
Your pow er in t hi s regard sl:1oulu not , however, be claimed to th e exc lu­
sion of similar meas ure s by th e repr ese J1tat ives of other powers fell' th e 
prot ect ion of tlle lives and prop erty of the ir citizens or su bjects resid ing 
in the I sland s. 

While the U nited States claim no rigl1t to inte rfere in t he pol i ti cal 
or domest ic affair s or in the int ernal conflicts of the H awa imn falarnls 
ot herwise than as here in stated, or for the purpose of maiut ai nin g a uy 
tr eat y or other r igl1ts which t hey possess, this Gover nmen t will adh ere 
to it s cousistent and estab lished poli cy iu relation to t hem, and i t will 
uot acqu iesce in dome stic interference b y other p owers. 

Tile foregoing ge neral exposition of the Pr esi dent's views will imli­
ca te the safe courses wi t.bin whieh your action shoul d be sh apeu aml 
mark the limit s of your ui.scretion in ca lling upon the uaval commander 
for cooperation. 

The Unite d States revemie cutter R iish is und er orders to await you 
at San Franci sco and convey you to H onol ulu. 

A ste nographic clerk will be detail ed to accompa ny you and remain 
subj ect to your orders. 

It is expe cte d tl1at you will use all conven ient dispatc h for the 
fulfillm ent of your miss ion, a s it is th e Presideut 's wish to have the 
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results before him at the earliest possible day. Beside~ the conne(;ted 
report you are expected to furnish you will from time to time, as occasion 
ma y offer, correspond with the Secretary of State, communicatiug 
inforrnatic>'n or soliciting special instruction on such points as you may 
deem necessary. In case of m·gency you may telegraph, either in 
plain text or in the cipher of the Navy Depa rt ment, tl1rough the 
kind ofllces of the admiral commanding, which may be sent to Mr. W .A. 
Cooper, United States dispatch agent at San Francisco, to be trans­
mitted. 

Reposing the amplest confidence in your ability and zeal for the reali ­
zation of the trust thus confided to you, 

I am, sir, your obedient servant , 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Stevens. 

DEPAR'.l'MEN'I.' OF STATE, 
Washington, Jlforeh 11, 1893. 

Sm,: With a view to obtaining the fullest possible information in 
regard to tl1e condition of affa,irs in the Hawaiian Islands, the Presi­
dent has determined to send to Honolu lu, as bi s Special Commissioner, 
the honorable James H. Blount, lately chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign .Affairs. 

Mr . Blount bears credential letters in that capacity addressed to the 
president of the executive and advisory councils of the Provisional 
Government, aJJd you are requested to facilitate his presentation. 

In all matters pertaining to the existing or other Government of the 
Island s the authority of l\fr. Blount is paramount. As regards the 
conduct of the usual business of the legation, you are requested to 
continue until further notice in the performance of your ofiicial func­
tions, so far as they may not be inconsisteut with the special powers 
confided to Mr. Blount. You are also requested to aid him in the ful­
fillment of his important mission by furnishing any desired assistance 
and information, and the archives of the legation should be freely 
accessible to him. 

Mr. Blount is fully in st ructed tou ching his relation s to th e command­
ing officer of the United States naval force in Hawaiian waters. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRE SIIAM . 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Severance. 

DEP AR'.l'MEN'.l' OF S'.J.'A'.l'E, 
Washington, March 11, 18.93. 

Sm: With a view to obtaining the full est possible i11forma,tion in 
regard to the condition of affairs in the Hawafotn Islands, the President 
sends to Honolulu, as his special commissioner , the honorable James 
H. Blount, late ly chairman of the Committee on Foreign .Affair8. 

You are requested to aid Mr. Blount in the fulfillment of his impor ­
tant mission by furnishing any desired assistance a11d information; 
and the archives of the consu lat e-genera l should be frc~ly accessible 
to him. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. Q, GRESHAM. 


