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President Harrison to President Dole,

BrxsaMiN HARRISON, President of the United States of America, to His Excellency
Saxrord B. Do, President of the Provisional Government of the IHawalian
Islands:

GREAT AND GooD Friuxp: I have received your letter of January 24, 1893, by
which you inform me that the Provigional Government of the Hawailan Islands has
been quietly and peaceably established under a proclamation formally and publicly
made at the door of the Government building in Honolulu, on the 17th day of Jan-
uary, 1893, and that the said Government has honored you with the office of Presi-
dent of the Provisional Government and chairman of the executive and advisory
counecils of the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands,

I am pleased to note the expression of your earnest desire to maintain and
strengthen the strong friendship which has for so many years existed between the
United States and the Hawaiian Islands, and to assure Your Lixcelleney that I shall
omit no effort which may conduce to the accomplishment of a purpose which I so
hieartily desire. )

May God have Your Excellency and the people of the Tawaiian Islands in His
wise keeping.

Your good friend,
Brxs. HARRISON.

By the President:

WiLLiaM F, WHARTON,
: Aeting Secretary of State.

WASHINGTON, March 1, 1833,

My, Gresham to Mr. Blount.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, March 11, 1893,
Hon. JAmes H. BLoUNT, ete.:

Sti: The situation created in the Hawaiian Islands by the recent
deposition of Queen Liliuokalani and the erection of a Provisional
Government demands the fullest consideration of the President, and
in order to obtain trustworthy information on this subject, as well as
for the discharge of other duties herein specitied, he has decided to
dispateh you to the Hawaiian Islands as his special commissioner, in
which eapacity you will herewith receive a commission and also a letter,
whereby the President aceredits you to the president of the executive
and advisory councils of the Hawaiian Islands.

The comprehensive, delicate, and confidential character of your mis-
sion can now only be briefly outlined, the details of its execution being
necessarily left, in a great measure, to your good judgment and wise dis-
cretion,

You will investigate and fully report te the President all the facts
you can learn respecting the condition of affairs in the Hawaiian [slands,
the causes of the revolution by which the Quecn’s Government was
overthrown, the sentiment of the people toward existing authority, and,
in general, all that can fully enlighten the President touching the sub-
jeets of your mission.

To enable you to fulfill this charge, your authority in all matters
tonching the relations of this Government to the existing or other gov-
ernment of the Tslands, and the protection of our citizens therein, is
paramount, and in you alone, acting in cotperation with the commander
of the naval forces, is vested full discretion and power to determine .
when such forees should be landed or withdrawn.
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You are, however, authorized to avail yourself of sueh aid and
information as you may desire from the present minister of the United
States at Honolulu, Mr. John L. Stevens, who will continue until
further notice to perform the usual functions atiaching to his office
not inconsistent with the powers intrusted to you. An instruction will
be sent to Mr. Stevens directing him to facilitate your presentation to
the head of the Government upon your arrival, and to render you all
needed assistance, '

The withdrawal from the Senate of the recently signed treaty of
annexation, for reéxamination by the President, leaves its subject-mat-
ter in abeyance, and you are not charged with any duty in respect
thereto. 1t may be well, however, for you to dispel any possible mis-
apprehension which its withdrawal may have excited touching the
entire friendliness of the President and the Government of the United
States toward the people of the Hawaiian Islands or the earnest soliei-
tude here felt for their welfare, tranquillity, and progress,

Historical precedents and the general course of the United States
authorize the employment of its armed force in foreign territory tor the
security of the lives and property of American citizens, and for the
repression of lawless and tummultuous acts threatening them; and the
powers conferred to that end upon the representatives of the United
States are both necessary and proper, subject always to the exercise of
a sound diseretion in their application.

In the judgment of the President your authority, as well as that of
the commnander of the naval forces in Hawaiian waters, should be, and
is, limited in the use of the physical force to such measures as are nec-
essary to protect the persons and property of our citizens; and while
abstaining from any manner of interference with the domestic concerns
of the Islands, you should indicate your willingness to intervene with
your triendly oftices in the interest of a peacelul settlement of troubles
within the limits of sound discretion,

Should it be necessary to land an armed force upon Hawaiian terri-
tory on occasions of popular disturbance, when the local authority may
be unable to afford adequate protection to the life and property of citi-
zens of the United States, the assent of such authority should first he
obtained, if' it can be done without prejudice to the interests involved.
Your power in this regard should not, however, be claimed to the exclu-
sion of similar measures by the representatives of other powers for the
protection of thelives and property of their citizens or subjects residing
in the Islands.

While the United States elaim no right to interfere in the political
or domestic affairs or in the internal conflicts of the Hawaiian Islands
otherwise than as herein stated, or for the purpose of maintaining any
treaty or other rights which they possess, this Government will adhere
to its consistent and established policy in relation to them, and it will
not aecquiesce in domestic interference by other powers.

The foregoing general exposition of the President’s views will indi-
cate the safe courses within which your action should be shaped and
mark the limits of your discretion in calling upon the naval commander
for codperation.

The United States revenue cutter Rush is under orders to await you
at San Francisco and convey you to Honolulu.

A stenographic clerk will be detailed to accompany you and remain
subject to your orders.

It is expected that you will use all convenient dispateh for the
fulfillment of your mission, as it is the President’s wish to have the
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results before him at the earliest possible day. Besides the connected
report you are expected to furnish you will from time to time, as occasion
may offer, correspond with the Secretary of State, communieating
information or soliciting special instruction on such points as you may
deem mnecessary. In case of urgency you may telegraph, either in
plain text or in the cipher of the Navy Department, through the
kind offices of the admiral commanding, which may be sent to Mr. W, A.
Cooper, United States dispatch agent at San Francisco, to be trans-
mitted.

Reposing the amplest confidence in your ability and zeal for the reali-
zation of the trust thus eonfided to you,

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
W. Q. GRESHAM.

M. Gresham to Mr. Stevens.,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, March 11, 1893.

SIr: With a view to obtaining the fullest possible information in
regard to the condition of affairs in the Hawaiian Islands, the Presi-
dent has determined to send to Honolulu, as his Special Commissioner,
the honorable James H. Blount, lately chairman of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Blount bears credential letters in that capaecity addressed to the
president of the executive and advisory councils of the Provisional
Government, and you are requested to facilitate his presentation.

In all matters pertaining to the existing or other Government of the
Islands the authority of Mr. Blount is paramount. As regards the
conduct of the uswal business of the legation, you are requested to
continue until further notice in the performance of your official fune-
tions, so far as they may not be inconsistent with the special powers
confided to Mr. Blount. You are also requested to aid him in the ful-
fillment of his important mission by furnishing any desired assistance
and information, and the archives of the legation should be freely
accessible to him.

Mzr. Blount is fully instructed touching his relations to the command-
ing officer of the United States naval force in Hawaiian waters.

I am, cte,,
W. Q. GRESIIAM.

Mr, Gresham to Mr. Severance.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, March 11, 1893,

SIR: With a view to obtaining the fullest possible information in
regard to the condition of affairs in the Hawaiian Islands, the President
sends to Honolulu, as his special commissioner, the honorable James
II. Blount, lately chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs,

You are requested to aid Mr. Blount in the fulfillment of his impor-
tant mission by furnishing any desired assistance and information;
and the archives of the consulate-general should be freely accessible
to him.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
; W. Q. GRESHAM.



