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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF HAWAI‘I

STUDENTS FOR FAIR ADMISSIONS; Case No. 1:25-cv-450-MWIJS-RT
[.P., by and through her next friend and
mother, B.P.; and B.P.,

Plaintiffs,

TRUSTEES OF THE ESTATE OF

BERNICE PAUAHI BISHOP d/b/a

KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS,
Defendant.

I

1.

DECLARATION OF PROFESSOR NIKLAUS SCHWEIZER

, Niklaus Schweizer, declare the following:

I am a Swiss citizen residing in Honolulu, Hawai‘i. I am a fluent speaker in
the French language and I translated the United States Declaration filed with
the Dutch Foreign Ministry regarding Palestine’s accession to the 1907 Hague
Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes dated
December 28, 2015, which a true and correct copy of the same is attached

hereto as Exhibit “1”” with the United States Declaration in French.

2. I have a Ph.D. in English, and I am a Professor at the University of Hawai‘i at

Manoa Languages & Literatures of Europe & the Americas. For further
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information see http://manoa.hawaii.edu/llea/person/niklaus-schweizer/. I can

be contacted at niklaus@hawaii.edu.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

DATED: Honolulu, Hawai‘i, 29 January 2026.
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Professor Niklaus Schweize
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Exhibit ¢“1”
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS

The Hague

CONVENTIONS CONCLUDED AT THE HAGUE 18 OCTOBER 1907 DURING THE
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PEACE OF 1907 :

Notification

Convention for the peaceful regulation of international

conflicts
(The Hague, October 18, 1907)

The Depository by referring to the notification deposited of the
Conventions 1907 No. 01/2016 of January 29, 2016, conveys hereby
the French translation of the declaration done by the United
States of December 28, 2015.

DECLARATION
THE UNITED STATES, 28-12-2015

(Translation) According to the government of the United States
of America the “State of Palestine” does not qualify to become a
member of the Convention. In Conformity with article 93 of the
Convention membership in the Convention was originally limited
to “Powers invited to the Second Conference on Peace” gathered
at The Hague in 1907. Article 94 of the Convention stipulates
furthermore that “The conditions under which Powers which did
not participate at the Second Conference on peace could become
members in the present Convention shall be objects of a later
understanding among the contracting Powers.” At its meeting on
March 3, 1960, the administrative council of the permanent Court
of arbitration, having consulted all the parties at the two
Conventions at the Hague for regulating peacefully international
conflicts, decided that the government of the Netherlands would
invite after March 15, 1960, the members of the United Nations

. which had not participatesd in the activities of the permanent
Court of arbitration to declare 1) if they considered themselves
as parties in the conventions of 1899 or 1907 for the peaceful
regulating of international conflicts, or, if that was not the
cage, 2) if they wished to become members of these conventions
or of one of them. On the basis of the later understanding so
concluded by the parties of the Convention, the possibility of
membership in the Convention was thus extended to the member
States of the United Nations. The government of the United
States does not have any knowledge of any other decision by the
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parties of the Convention in respect to extending said
possibilty of membership to entities which are not members of
the United Nations. “The State of Palestine” is not a member of
the United Nations. Furthermore the government of the United
States considers that “the State of Palestine“ does not answer
to the definition of a sovereign State and does not recognize it
as such. “The State of Palestine”, being neither “a Power
invited to the Second Conference of Peace”, nor being a member
of the United Nations, is not eligible for membership in the
Convention. The government of the United States considers that
the Kingdom of the Netherlands in its character as depositary of
the Convention should not inscribe “the State of Palestine” as a
party of the Convention. In consequence thereof the government
of the United States declares that it will not consider “the
State of Palestine” as being a party of the Convention and will
not consider to have conventional ties with “the State of
Palestine” on the basis of said Convention.

The Hague, February 11, 2016
The notifications deposited are accessible on line at the Web

site of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, at https//treatydatabase,overheid.nl.

Conventions 1907 No 05/2016
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MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES DU ROYAUME DES PAYS-BAS
LA HAYE

CONVENTIONS CONCLUES A LA HAYE LE 18 OCTOBRE 1907
AU COURS DE LA CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE DE LA PAIX DE 1907

Notification

Convention pour le réglement pacifique des conflits internationaux
(La Haye, le 18 octobre 1907)

Le Dépositaire, se référant a la notification dépositaire Conventions 1907 No. 01/2016 du
29 janvier 2016, transmet ci-joint la traduction frangaise de la déclaration fait par les Etats-Unis du
28 décembre 2015,

DECLARATION

Les Etats-Unis, 28-12-2015

(Traduction) . )

Selon le gouvernement des Etats-Unis d’Amérique, I'« Etat de Palestine » n’est pas habilité a
adhérer a la Convention,

Conformément a |'article 93 de la Convention, I'adhésion a la Convention était initialement limitée
aux « Puissances conviées a la Deuxieme Conférence de la Paix » réunie a La Haye en 1907.
L'article 94 de la Convention stipule en outre que « Les conditions auxquelles les Puissances qui
n‘ont pas été conviées a la Deuxiéme Conférence de la Paix pourront adhérer & la présente
Convention formeront I'objet d’une entente ultérieure entre les Puissances contractantes. »

Lors de sa réunion du 3 mars 1960, le conseil administratif de la Cour permanente d’arbitrage,
aprés avoir consulté toutes les parties aux deux Conventions de La Haye pour le reglement
pacifique des conflits internationaux, a décidé que le gouvernement des Pays-Bas inviterait aprés le
15 mars 1960 les membres des Nations unies n'ayant pas participé aux activités de la Cour
permanente d’arbitrage a déclarer (I) s'ils considéraient étre parties aux conventions de 1899 ou
de 1907 pour le reglement pacifique des conflits internationaux, ou, si ce n'était pas le cas, (2) s'ils
souhaitaient adhérer a ces conventions ou a I'une d’elles. Sur la base de |'entente ultérieure ainsi
conclue par les parties a la Convention, la possibilité d’adhérer a la Convention a ainsi été étendue
aux Etats membres des Nations unies.

Le gouvernement des Etats-Unis n'a connaissance d’aucune autre décision des parties a la
Convention en vue d'élargir ladite possibilité d’adhésion aux entités qui ne sont pas membres des
Nations unies. * LEtat de Palestine » n'est pas membre des Nations unies. Par ailleurs, le
gouvernement des Etats-Unis estime que * I'Etat de Palestine » ne répond pas a la définition d'un
Etat souverain et ne le reconnait pas comme tel. * L'Etat de Palestine » n’étant ni « une Puissance
conviée a la Deuxieme Conférence de la Paix » ni un membre des Nations unies, il n‘est pas éligible
a l'adhésion a la Convention.

Le gouvernement des Etats-Unis estime que le Royaume des Pays-Bas, en sa quallte de dépositaire
de la Convention, ne devrait pas inscrire « I’ Etat de Palestine » comme partie a la Convention. En
conséquence, le gouvernement des Etats-Unis déclare qu'il ne considérera pas « |’ Etat de
Palestine » comme étant partie a la Convention, et ne considérera avoir de liens conventionnels
avec « |'Etat de Palestine » en vertu de ladite Convention.

La Haye, le 11 février 2016

Les notifications dépositaires sont accesibles en ligne sur le site Web du Ministére des Affaires étrangéres du

Royaume des Pays-Bas, a |'adresse https://treatydatabase.overheid.nl.
Conventions 1907 No. 05/2016
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS
THE HAGUE

CONVENTIONS CONCLUDED AT THE HAGUE ON 18 OCTOBER 1907
DURING THE INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE OF 1907
Notification

Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes
(The Hague, 18 October 1907)

The Depositary, with reference to depositary notification Conventions 1907 No. 01/2016 of
29 January 2016, transmits herewith the French translation of the declaration made by the United
States on 28 December 2015.

The Hague, 11 February 2016

The Depositary Notifications are accessible on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of

the Netherlands at https://treatydatabase.overheid.nl.
Conventions 1907 No. 05/2016




