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Agdents

raid
Perfect
Title

Leaders arrested;
material seized

By Jean Christensen
and Robbie Dingeman

Advertiser Staff Writers

State and county law
enforcement agents yester-
day raided the downtown
Honolulu office of Perfect
Title Co. and arrested two
company officials on suspi-
cion of tax evasion, racke-
teering and other crimes.

The agents also seized
computers and documents
from the company, which
recognizes land ownership
based on Hawaiian King-
dom law instead of state-
registered deeds.

Company president Don-
ald A. Lewis and chief title
investigator David Keanu
Sai, along with a secre-®
tary, were taken to police
headquarters in handcuffs
after the 8 a.m. raid on the
Richards Street office. The
three were released pend-
ing further investigation.

Lewis and Sai denied
any wrongdoing.

The .arrests were the
result of a joint investiga-
tion by the state attorney
general’'s office and the
Police Department. Attor-
ney General Margery Bron-
ster said that in addition to
the criminal investigation,
the state is pursuing a civil
action to clear Perfect
Title’'s *“baseless™ liens
against state property.

In the past year, Perfect
Title has generated a storm
of criticism in the local real
estate ¢community by chal-
lenging the validity of land
titles issued since the over-
throw of the Hawaiian
monarchy in 1893.

Reports filed by Perfect
Title in the state Bureau of
Conveyances have cast
clouds on the ownership of
parcels and prompted
some clients of the com-
pany to stop paying their
mortgages.

“They have been mis-
leading people and issuing
liens that are not based on
the law,” Bronster said.
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Historic address

Queen Elizabeth 1l says
Diana’s memory must be
cherished.

Page A2
Surge of charity

Donations overwhelm Diana’s
office; Hawali supermarkets
differ on tabloid sales as Diana
memorabilia sells out at Island
stores; Fayed family confirms
ring, releases security video.

Page A2
Ode to princess

A Nanakuli woman dedicates a
poem to Princess Diana.
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