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NOTE VERBALE

No. 2021-1-HI

The Foreign Ministry of the Hawaiian Kingdom presents its compliments to all the
Diplomatic Missions accredited to the United Nations in New York City and has the honor
to inform the latter that the Government of the Hawaiian Kingdom notifies all Member
States of the United Nations that they have and continue to commit internationally
wrongful acts against the Hawaiian Kingdom by continuing to recognize as lawful the
United States of America’s presence in the Hawaiian Islands, and not as a belligerent State
that has not complied with international humanitarian law since 16 January 1893 when it
unlawfully committed acts of war in the invasion and subsequent overthrow of the
Government of the Hawaiian Kingdom. In addition to violating international humanitarian
law, the Member States of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy,
Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Russia, Spain, Switzerland, Sweden,
and the United States of America are in violation of their treaties with the Hawaiian
Kingdom. The Government of the Hawaiian Kingdom calls upon the United States of
America to immediately comply with international humanitarian law in its prolonged
occupation of the Hawaiian Kingdom since 17 January 1893.

This Note Verbale serves as a notice of claim by an injured State, pursuant to Article
43 of the International Law Commission’s Articles on Responsibility of States for
Internationally Wrongful Acts (2001), invoking the responsibility of all Member States of
the United Nations who are responsible for the internationally wrongful act of recognizing
the United States presence in the Hawaiian Kingdom as lawful to cease that act pursuant
Article 30(a), and to offer appropriate assurances and guarantees of non-repetition pursuant
to Article 30(b). The form of reparation under Article 31 shall take place in accordance
with the provisions of Part Two—Content of the International Responsibility of a State(s).

The Hawaiian Foreign Ministry wishes to point out that the Contracting States to
the 1907 Hague Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes, who are
also member States of the United Nations, with the exception of Palestine and Kosovo,
were aware of the Larsen v. Hawaiian Kingdom arbitral proceedings instituted on 8



November 1999, PCA Case no. 1999-01, whereby the Hawaiian Kingdom was
acknowledged as a non-Contracting State to the 1907 Convention pursuant to Article 47,
and the Council of Regency as its restored government. At the center of the dispute was
the unlawful imposition of American municipal laws in violation of international
humanitarian law.

As regards the factual circumstances of the United States of America’s invasion of
the Hawaiian Kingdom, an internationally recognized State since the nineteenth century,
the unlawful overthrow of the Government of the Hawaiian Kingdom, and the prolonged
belligerent occupation of the Hawaiian Kingdom since 17 January 1893, the Hawaiian
Foreign Ministry directs the attention of the Diplomatic Missions to the Royal Commission
of Inquiry’s publication—Investigating War Crimes and Human Rights Violations
Committed in the Hawaiian Kingdom (2020). The ebook can be downloaded online at
https://hawaiiankingdom.org/pdf/Hawaiian_Royal Commission_of Inquiry (2020).pdf.
Authors include H.E. Dr. David Keanu Sai, Ph.D., Hawaiian Minister of Foreign Affairs
ad interim, Professor Matthew Craven, University of London, SOAS, Professor William
Schabas, Middlesex University London, and Professor Federico Lenzerini, University of
Sienna, Italy. Reports of the Royal Commission of Inquiry and treaties can be accessed
online at https://hawaiiankingdom.org/royal-commission.shtml.

The Hawaiian Foreign Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Diplomatic Missions accredited to the United Nations the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Honolulu, 11 October 2021
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