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RSVP ONLINE BY NOVEMBER 10 at noon 
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F R E E  &  O P E N  T O  T H E  L A W  S C H O O L  C O M M U N I T Y   

 Refreshments will be served if you RSVP by Monday, November 10th by noon at  

www2.hawaii.edu/~kahuliao  

KA HULI AO CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE IN NATIVE HAWAIIAN LAW PRESENTS: 

 
Hawai`i's Legal Status Under International Law:   

Ambiguities and Implications  

Carole Petersen is a Professor at the William S. Richardson School of Law and the Director of the Matsunaga 
Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution.  She teaches a range of courses both at the Law School and at the 
Matsunaga Institute, including International Law, the International Protection of Human Rights, International Law 
and Disputes, and Introduction to Human Rights:  International and Comparative Perspectives. 

  

Diane Desierto is an Assistant Professor at the William S. Richardson School of Law and the co-director of the 
ASEAN Law and Integration Center.  Her teaching and publication interests are in international economic law 
(international investment, trade, finance, law and development), international human rights law, international 
humanitarian law, ASEAN Law, and international dispute settlement.  

In response to Law Student concerns regarding the legal status of Hawaiʻi under International Law, November’s Maoli Thursday will 
illuminate this important issue.  A distinguished panel of our Law School’s own experts will provide more information regarding 
whether and how International Law, Human Rights, and War Crimes apply to Hawaiʻi.  In addition, subject matter scholars on a 
range of issues, including Kānaka Maoli culture and history, have been invited to help answer questions.  Please join us!  
 
Because this Maoli Thursday was designed to respond to student concerns, it is limited to law school students and faculty and  
invited guests.   

David Cohen is a Professor at the William S. Richardson School of Law and the founding Director of the 
Berkeley War Crimes Studies Center.  Since 2000, he has collaborated on human rights projects in Asia with 
the East-West Center in Honolulu, a federally funded Asia-Pacific research center.  There, he serves as  
Director of the Asian International Justice Initiative and as Senior Fellow in International Law.  Professor 
Cohen teaches courses in International Law and Human Rights.   

Moderated by:  Derek Kauanoe   
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