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ABSTRACT	  

Unable	   to	   arrest	   certain	   individuals	   for	   the	   crime	   of	   treason	   because	   of	   the	   presence	   of	   U.S.	  
troops,	  Queen	  Lili`uokalani	  yielded	  her	  executive	  power	  under	  protest	  to	  the	  United	  States	  on	  
January	  17th	  1893.	  	  	  She	  stated:	  “I,	  Liliuokalani,	  by	  the	  grace	  of	  God	  and	  under	  the	  constitution	  of	  
the	  Hawaiian	  Kingdom,	  Queen,	  do	  hereby	  solemnly	  protest	  against	  any	  and	  all	  acts	  done	  against	  
myself	  and	  the	  constitutional	  Government	  of	  the	  Hawaiian	  Kingdom	  by	  certain	  persons	  claiming	  
to	  have	  established	  a	  Provisional	  Government	  of	  and	  for	  this	  Kingdom.	  That	  I	  yield	  to	  the	  superior	  
force	   of	   the	   United	   States,	   whose	   minister	   plenipotentiary,	   his	   excellency	   John	   L.	   Stevens	   has	  
caused	   United	   States	   troops	   to	   be	   landed	   at	   Honolulu	   and	   declared	   that	   he	  would	   support	   the	  
Provisional	  Government.	  Now,	  to	  avoid	  any	  collision	  of	  armed	  forces	  and	  perhaps	  the	  loss	  of	  life,	  I	  
do,	  under	  this	  protest,	  and	  impelled	  by	  said	  force,	  yield	  my	  authority	  [executive	  power]	  until	  such	  
time	  as	  the	  Government	  of	  the	  United	  States	  shall,	  upon	  the	  facts	  being	  presented	  to	  it,	  undo	  the	  
action	  of	  its	  representative	  and	  reinstate	  me	  and	  the	  authority	  which	  I	  claim	  as	  the	  constitutional	  
sovereign	   of	   the	   Hawaiian	   Islands.”	   In	   March	   1893,	   newly	   inaugurated	   President	   Grover	  
Cleveland	  accepted	  the	  Queen’s	  offer	  and	  agreed	  to	  investigate	  the	  actions	  of	  Minister	  Stevens	  
and	  U.S.	   troops.	   Cleveland	   appointed	   James	   Blount,	   as	   special	   commissioner,	   to	   travel	   to	   the	  
Hawaiian	   Islands	   and	   to	   report	   his	   findings	   to	   Secretary	   of	   State	   Walter	   Gresham.	   Blount	  
initiated	  the	  investigation	  on	  April	  1st	  and	  on	  October	  18th	  Gresham	  apprised	  the	  President	  of	  
its	   conclusion	   and	   called	   for	   the	   restoration	   of	   the	   Hawaiian	   Kingdom	   government.	   The	  
Congress	   was	   notified	   of	   the	   investigation	   and	   conclusion	   on	   December	   18th	   1893	   by	  
Presidential	   message.	   Until	   the	   Hawaiian	   Kingdom	   government	   is	   restored,	   the	   President	  
continues	   to	   hold,	   by	   temporary	   grant	   of	   the	   Queen,	   her	   executive	   power	   to	   administer	  
Hawaiian	  Kingdom	  law.	  Article	  31	  of	  the	  Hawaiian	  Constitution	  provides,	  “To	  the	  King	  belongs	  
the	  executive	  power.”	  Therefore,	  by	  virtue	  of	  this	  executive	  agreement,	   the	  President,	  and	  his	  
successors	   in	   office,	   remain	   legally	   bound	   to	   administer	   Hawaiian	   Kingdom	   law	   until	   the	  
government	  is	  restored	  and	  the	  executive	  power	  returned	  to	  Hawai`i’s	  chief	  executive.	  


















































